TRAFFIC COMMITTEE MEETING

TO BE HELD ON 8 JUNE 2004

ITEM               B20

NO.


KENSINGTON / WEST KINGSFORD LATM



98/S/4405  

Traffic Calming Measures

At the Traffic Committee meeting held on 11 November 2003 the following recommendations were made.
“THAT:

1. The following treatments be approved as per designs provided at the meeting and be referred to Council for funding consideration:

(i) Tunstall Avenue, north of Gardeners Road - Kerb blister and central median island;
(ii) Tunstall Avenue, Between Gardeners Rd & the northern boundary of the Australian Golf Course - Shift centreline and line-mark the parking lane on the eastern side of Tunstall Ave;
(iii) Tunstall Avenue at Tresidder Ave - Vehicle deflection/‘squeeze point’, continuity lines between central medians deleted;
(iv) Cottenham Avenue at Borrodale Road - Vehicle deflection/‘squeeze point’; and

(v) Day Avenue at Eastern Avenue – ‘Squeeze point’ incorporating pedestrian refuge.

2.
The following treatments be approved in principle and be referred to Council for funding consideration, and that designs be prepared for consideration and approval by the Traffic Committee prior to implementation:

(i) Tunstall Avenue at Goodrich Avenue - Vehicle deflection/‘squeeze point’;
(ii) Eastern Avenue at Goodrich Avenue - Vehicle deflection/‘squeeze point’;
(iii) Cottenham Avenue, between Day Ave and Roma Ave – Edgeline treatment to visually narrow carriageway width;
(iv) Cottenham Avenue, south of Roma Avenue – Pedestrian refuge island;
(v) Mooramie Avenue, between Day Ave and Roma Ave - Edgeline treatment to visually narrow carriageway width;
(vi) Balfour Road at Addison Street - Central median island.
Public consultation has been undertaken and local residents’ comments on the various proposals have been carefully considered.  

A number of the submissions made by local residents have warranted further investigation and consideration by the Randwick Traffic Committee.  A number of proposals that were presented at the November 2003 meeting that were not accepted at that time need reconsideration by this Committee in view of the submissions made.  Firstly, vehicle deflection/squeeze-points were proposed for Cottenham Avenue, Mooramie Avenue and Doncaster Avenue at their intersections with Koorinda Avenue.  At the November meeting the Committee did not feel that these treatments were warranted and instead recommended that an edgeline treatment be implemented in Cottenham Avenue and Mooramie Avenue, to visually narrow the carriageway width.  Doncaster Avenue already contained edgeline marking as part of the bicycle lanes recently implemented.  This painted edgeline treatment is commonly used on posted 50km/hr roads where the measured 85%ile speed is above 55km/hr.  Above 60km/hr, physical measures such as squeeze-points are generally implemented.  

A number of the submissions made by residents of Cottenham Avenue and Mooramie Avenue are opposed to the implementation of line marking along these streets, on an urban design basis.  Given that there has been significant objection to this treatment in these two streets, it is considered necessary to re-evaluate the initial treatments that were proposed.  

Further, submissions made by residents of Doncaster Avenue request that some physical treatment be implemented in the street to reduce vehicle speeds. The measured 85%ile speeds for these three streets are 60km/hr, 58km/hr and 59km/hr, and as such physical speed reduction measures could be implemented in keeping with the surrounding measures already approved.  The 12.8 metre width of these streets and the relatively high measured 85%ile speeds suggest that physical treatment midway along their length would improve road safety.

A resident of Cottenham Avenue requests that consideration be given to the implementation of signage advising southbound motorists that a right-turn is not permitted at Gardeners Road.  The resident states that unfamiliar motorists travelling south in Cottenham Avenue regularly arrive at Gardeners Road and are forced to turn back.  This problem is difficult to quantify, however the implementation of advisory signage in Cottenham Avenue and Tunstall Avenue, north of Tresidder Avenue, should be considered by the Committee.

Safety concerns have been raised regarding the bend in Cottenham Avenue between Tresidder Avenue and Barker Street.  Measured 85%ile speeds south of the bend are 55km/hr and as such do not warrant treatment.  However, consideration should be given to shifting the existing centreline through this bend east in order to permit on-street parking for residents on the western side of the street.  This proposal is largely aimed at providing residents with on-street parking in a section of the road which does not permit parking on either side however has an added advantage of slowing vehicle speeds through the bend by reducing the travel lane widths.  Site observations have revealed that residents at this location are regularly parking vehicles on the footpath, inhibiting pedestrian access.  Attached is a concept plan of the proposed centreline shift (attachment A).

A request for additional parking patrols has been made in the streets that are used for parking by UNSW students, with particular reference to vehicles parking within the statutory 10 metre length of ‘No Stopping’ at numerous intersections.  This is not recommended initially, but signposting of the statutory restrictions should be considered at the sites were vehicles are regularly parking illegally, to clearly identify the legal spaces and to reinforce the restriction.  Numerous site inspections have also revealed continual illegal parking on the painted bicycle lane in Day Avenue and Doncaster Avenue, reducing the safety of cyclists, and as such ‘No Stopping’ signposting should be installed where appropriate to minimise this illegal parking.  A plan will be provided at the meeting detailing the proposed signposting.

A resident has raised concerns regarding the number of motorists disobeying the ‘STOP’ control in Roma Avenue at its intersection with Cottenham Avenue.  A brief site inspection revealed that this ‘STOP’ control is regularly ignored.  A review of the RTA crash database shows no recorded intersection accidents at this location, however there are a number of RUM code 71/73 (off path, on straight) accidents in the vicinity of this intersection suggesting that vehicle speeds are high.  An accident history and crash diagram for the most recent five-year period of available data is attached for review (attachment B & C). 

A pedestrian refuge has already been proposed and accepted by this Committee in Cottenham Avenue, south of Roma Avenue, however another pedestrian refuge should be considered in Roma Avenue, immediately west of Cottenham Avenue.  

An additional ‘STOP’ sign could be installed on the refuge island effectively forming a Minor Intersection Sign Treatment (MIST), whilst enhancing pedestrian safety.  The combination of the two proposed pedestrian refuges will greatly enhance pedestrian safety in the area and will also achieve a reduction in general vehicle speeds within the vicinity of the intersection.  A concept plan is attached (attachment D).

A number of submissions made reference to the dangerous conditions at the 90 degree bend where Roma Avenue meets Kensington Road.  Accidents at this intersection have been included in the above crash diagram for review.  Two RUM code 71 accidents have occurred in the vicinity of the bend in the past five years.  The implementation of rumble bars along this centreline is considered appropriate to reduce vehicle speeds. 

The safety of Balfour Road at its intersection with Todman Avenue has also been raised.  A resident has advised of a Randwick Traffic Committee recommendation from the September 2001 meeting, wherein it was recommended:

‘THAT the construction of a median island designed to facilitate pedestrians in Balfour Road just south of Todman Avenue be referred to Council and RTA for consideration in a future works program.’


This recommendation should be incorporated into the LATM; however a review of accidents at this intersection has revealed a significant accident history, with 8 accidents recorded in the most recent five year period, 3 of which were injuries.  A crash diagram has been attached (attachment E).

The median island should be incorporated to enhance pedestrian safety; however construction of this island will have little impact on reducing the accidents that are being observed.  As such a number of design proposals have been prepared and are attached incorporating the November 2001 recommendation, aimed at reducing the risk of accidents at this site (attachments G – J).

Another submission requests that Council consider the implementation of ‘No Stopping’ on the northern side of Addison Street, east of Balfour Road.  A site inspection has revealed that the sight distance at this location for southbound vehicles exiting Balfour Road is limited and exacerbated by the vertical crest of the road.  Implementation of approximately 15-20 metres of ‘No Stopping’ at this location would greatly improve the sight distance for motorists at the expense of 1-2 parking spaces, directly opposite the school.

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT:
1.  
The following treatments be approved in principle and referred to Council for funding consideration, and that designs be prepared for consideration and approval by the Randwick Traffic Committee prior to implementation:

(i)
Cottenham Avenue at Koorinda Avenue - Vehicle deflection / ‘squeeze point’;
(ii)
Mooramie Avenue at Koorinda Avenue - Vehicle deflection / ‘squeeze point’;
(iii)
Doncaster Avenue at Koorinda Avenue - Vehicle  deflection / ‘squeeze point’; and

(iv) 
A pedestrian refuge in Roma Avenue immediately west of Cottenham Avenue and an additional ‘STOP’ sign be located on this island to reinforce the existing ‘STOP’ control.

2.  
The following treatments be implemented:
(i)
A ‘No Right Turn – At Gardeners Road’ sign be installed in Tunstall Avenue and Cottenham Avenue north of Tresidder Avenue, for southbound vehicles;
(ii)
The existing double centreline and associated rumble bars in Cottenham Avenue in the vicinity of Edward Avenue be shifted east, providing a 2 metre wide parking lane on the western side of the street and two 4 metre wide lanes of travel;
(iii)
The statutory restrictions generally at the intersections as detailed on the attached parking layout plan be signposted as shown to reinforce the restrictions;

(iv)
A 15 metre length of ‘No Stopping’ be implemented on the northern side of Addison Street, immediately east of Balfour Road; and

(v) 
Rumble bars be installed on the existing double centreline on the 90 degree bend where Roma Avenue meets Kensington Road.
3. 
The following treatment be approved as per designs provided at the meeting and be referred to the RTA for funding consideration under the national blackspot program:

(i)
Balfour Road at Todman Avenue – Relocation of the existing ‘STOP’ controls and provision of associated kerb blisters, construction of a pedestrian refuge on the southern leg of the intersection and introduction of a ‘No Right Turn’ restriction for eastbound vehicles on Todman Avenue (subject to RTA approval of a TMP), as detailed on the plans provided (alternative C).
SC
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IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT:
The traffic calming measures recommended at the meeting of the Committee on  11 November 2003 be supplemented to incorporate the following additions and modifications at the following locations, as follows:-

1.  (i) Cottenham Avenue at Koorinda Avenue - Vehicle deflection / ‘squeeze    

  point’;

(ii) Mooramie Avenue at Koorinda Avenue - Vehicle deflection / ‘squeeze 
  point’;

(iii) Doncaster Avenue at Koorinda Avenue - Vehicle deflection / ‘squeeze 
       point’; and

(iv) A pedestrian refuge in Roma Avenue immediately west of Cottenham Avenue, together with ‘No Stopping’ restrictions at the approach and departure sides of the pedestrian refuge; and

(v) An additional ‘STOP’ sign be installed on the above pedestrian refuge to reinforce the existing ‘STOP’ control at this location;

    2.   (i) A ‘No Right Turn – At Gardeners Road’ sign be installed in Tunstall  Avenue and Cottenham Avenue north of Tresidder Avenue, for southbound vehicles;

    (ii)
The existing double centreline and associated rumble bars in Cottenham Avenue in the vicinity of Edward Avenue be shifted east, providing a 2 metre wide parking lane on the western side of the street and two 4 metre wide lanes of travel;
(iii)
The statutory restrictions generally at the intersections as detailed on the attached parking layout plan be signposted as shown to reinforce the restrictions;

(iv)
A 15 metre length of ‘No Stopping’ be implemented on the northern side of Addison Street, immediately east of Balfour Road; and

(v) 
Rumble bars be installed on the existing double centreline on the 90 degree bend where Roma Avenue meets Kensington Road.
3. 
The following treatment be approved as per designs provided at the meeting and be referred to the RTA for funding consideration under the national black spot program:

(i) Balfour Road at Todman Avenue – Relocation of the existing ‘STOP’ controls and provision of associated kerb blisters, construction of a pedestrian refuge on the southern leg of the intersection and introduction of a ‘No Right Turn 6AM–10AM; 3PM-7PM MON-FRI’ restriction for eastbound vehicles on Todman Avenue (subject to RTA approval of a TMP), as detailed on the plans provided (alternative C).

1. The following treatments at the intersection of Anzac Parade and Boronia Street, as shown on the drawing tabled at the meeting, be recommended for consideration by the RTA:-

(i) Extension of the median island in Anzac Parade across its intersection with Boronia Street, for the purpose of prohibiting the right turn in and right turn out to and from Boronia Street;

(ii) Deletion of existing bus lane adjacent to the median island, for northbound traffic, and dedication of the kerbside lane on the eastern side as Bus Lane, between Boronia Street and Alison Road; such proposal to be associated with introduction of ‘B’ signal phase for buses, to facilitate bus priority at the existing signals;
(iii) Retention of existing bicycle lane on the eastern side at the approach to Alison Road;
(iv) Provision of AM peak Transit Lane on the second lane on the eastern side for northbound traffic;
(v) Adjustment to the median island, to provide one additional northbound lane whilst retaining three southbound lanes south of Alison Road; and
(vi) With implementation of the above measures, RTA’s concurrence will also be sought for the provision of a shared right turn lane for the southbound traffic in Anzac Parade approaching Todman Avenue intersection, this arrangement is aimed at providing additional right turn facilities at Todman Avenue, or extend the length of existing right turn holding bay;
