RANDWICK TRAFFIC COMMITTEE MEETING

HELD ON 14 NOVEMBER 2000

____________________________________________

ITEM

NO.

B17

(Heffron)

EASTERN AVENUE, KINGSFORD



R/0260/02
Traffic Conditions

Councillor Peter Schick has received a letter and petition from 70 residents of Eastern Avenue requesting that Eastern Avenue be restricted to a one-way traffic movement in a southerly direction from Day Avenue to Gardeners Road; and Cottenham Avenue become one-way northbound from Gardeners Road to Day Avenue.

The covering letter from the head petitioner, David Clancy of 41 Eastern Avenue is attached.

It is noted that the petition also contained other signatures from residents of Day Avenue (3), Morgan Street, Botany (1), Shaw Avenue (4), Port Botany Bus Depot (40), Kensington Bowling Club (4), Boronia Street (1), Aboud Avenue (1), Doncaster Avenue (1), Isaac Smith Street, Daceyville (1), Avoca Street (1), Inglethorpe Avenue (1).

History

At the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 23 May 2000, Council considered General Managers Report 32/2000 that dealt with the Draft Management Plan 2000/2001 to 2002/2003.  The Plan was placed on exhibition as required by legislation and 22 submissions were received.

Eighteen of the submissions received related to the proposed widening of Eastern Avenue and included a petition of 97 signatures.

These submissions expressed concern with the proposal to widen Eastern Avenue between Tresidder Avenue and Gardeners Road listed in the Capital Works programme for 2001/2002, and also with the proposal to undertake a traffic-calming project in the nearby Tunstall Avenue.  The residents felt that widening the road would lead to increased levels of through traffic, reduction of the nature strip and increased noise levels.

The issue of traffic conditions along Eastern Avenue has been a matter of concern to residents for a number of years. 

At its November 1995 meeting, the Traffic Committee recommended that:

“a.
Eastern Avenue be generally widened on both sides of the carriageway between Gardeners Road and Tresidder Avenue.

b. Narrowed throats be provided on all 4 corners of the Tresidder Avenue / Eastern Avenue intersection and supplementary “Stop” signs be provided.

c. Kerb extensions and an additional pedestrian island be located mid-block between Tresidder Avenue and Gardeners Road, Kingsford.

d. A pedestrian refuge island be provided outside the walkway adjacent to 57 and 59 Eastern Avenue to assist in reducing vehicle speeds and improve pedestrian safety at this location.”

Council at its meeting of 12 December 1995 resolved:

“a.
That the proposal to widen both sides of the carriageway of Eastern Avenue, between Gardeners Road and Tresidder Avenue, Kingsford be approved.

 d.
That the proposed road widening works and associated kerb blisters and refuge islands in Eastern Avenue be considered for inclusion in the Draft 1996/97 Works program.”

At its meeting held in December 1997, the Traffic Committee considered a request for one-way traffic flow between Day Avenue and Gardeners Road.  The Committee did not support the one-way restriction at that time.

However, given the current level of resident concern about the existing problems in Eastern Avenue, Council has decided to investigate the situation further in order to develop solutions that are more acceptable to the residents.

The street calming in Tunstall Avenue (referred to in paragraph on Management Plan) was planned in the interests of public safety as Tunstall Avenue is a long street and motorists are inclined to build up speed as they travel along it.

Council at its meeting held on 23 May 2000 resolved that:

“The proposal to widen Eastern Avenue Kingsford, between Tresidder Avenue and Gardeners Road, be deferred pending the development of alternative solutions to the existing problems.”

The Traffic Committee also recently at its meetings held in May and June 2000 considered the location of bus stops in Eastern Avenue.  It was recommended that the bus stop adjacent to No 75 Eastern Avenue not be removed and Bus Zone signs be installed to formalise bus stops in Eastern Avenue.

Comment

Whilst the May 2000 petition does not support Council’s proposal to provide localised widening along the southern section of Eastern Avenue, there was a previous petition that supported this proposal and a review of both petitions revealed a number of the same residents on both petitions.

It should be noted that Eastern Avenue functions as a “collector” road in this area with a signalised intersection at Gardeners Road.  Importantly, there is a right turn bay provided for westbound motorists in Gardeners Road to gain access into the area, and Sydney Buses provides a necessary public transport service along Eastern Avenue. 

Previous traffic counts taken in Eastern Avenue supported the “collector” status of the road.

Council in 1998 constructed a roundabout at the intersection of Eastern Avenue and Tresidder Avenue to control vehicular speeds along both streets and to reduce accidents at this intersection.

A review of the current 5 year reported accident history (1.1.1995 - 31.12.1999) for Eastern Avenue indicated a total of 17 collisions with 11 people injured from 10 of those collisions.

These collisions are briefly shown below:

· 400m north of Gardeners Road 
- southbound vehicle into parked vehicle

· 500m north of Gardeners Road 
- southbound vehicle out of control

· 26m north of Goodrich Avenue 
- southbound vehicle turning right into

   northbound vehicle

· at No 16 Eastern Avenue

- southbound vehicle overtook turning 

   vehicle

· 25m south of Tresidder Avenue
- southbound vehicle struck parked

   vehicle

· at Tresidder Avenue


- 7 collisions

· at Gardeners Road


- 5 collisions

It is noted that the majority of the collisions occurred at the intersection of either Tresidder Avenue or Gardeners Road.  The recent installation of a roundabout at Eastern Avenue and Tresidder Avenue should assist in reducing collisions at this location.

Conclusion

Having regard to the recent petition requesting the restriction of Eastern Avenue and Cottenham Avenue to a one-way movement, the proposal is not supported as:

· One-way traffic flow will tend to increase vehicular speeds in the above section of Eastern Avenue.

· The existing bus routes 301, 302 and 303 would need to be re-routed which would not only disadvantage residents in Eastern Avenue but other residents in the street to where the bus route has been redirected. 

It is also considered that the previous proposal to generally widen Eastern Avenue between Gardeners Road and Tresidder Avenue has merit, including the previously recommended pedestrian refuge islands.

Previous traffic counts exist up to October 1996, and it would be desirable to obtain some current traffic count data eg. volume and speed counts, to ascertain whether traffic conditions in Eastern Avenue have significantly changed.


IT IS RECOMMENDED:

1. No action be taken to restrict Eastern Avenue and Cottenham Avenue to a one-way traffic movement.

2. Council reconsider the proposal to generally widen Eastern Avenue between Gardeners Road and Tresidder Avenue, including the previously recommended provision of pedestrian refuge islands.

3. Traffic counts be taken in Eastern Avenue to compare previous count data with a view to investigating whether any further traffic management is necessary in Eastern Avenue.

4. The above traffic count information be reported back to the Committee.
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING of the Randwick Traffic Committee held on Tuesday, 14 NOVEMBER 2000, in the Customer Service Meeting Room, Ground Floor, Administrative Centre, Frances Street, Randwick.
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THAT this matter be deferred until the December meeting of the Committee, as Councillor P Schick was unable to attend.

