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INTRODUCTION:

The Kensington Kingsford Local Area Traffic Working Party met with the RTA on the 12th May to assess the latest RTA options for an LATM to control rat-running from the contentious Southern Cross Drive Access Ramps proposal. Council is represented on the Working Party via the Director of City Services.
The RTA had designed options for mazes after some members of the working group at an earlier meeting stated a preference for mazes. Apparently all but one of the working party’s street representatives at the latest meeting rejected the maze options put forward as being of no use in deterring determined rat runners.

I note that the precinct committee has prudently decided to circulate an early unofficial report concerning the outcome of the meeting. The precinct committee circulated the email addresses of the working party members and have asked residents to contact their street representatives – although not all concerned streets have a representative and not all residents of concerned streets have access to e-mail.

STREETS OFF GARDENERS ROAD

A majority of the street representatives seem to be of the opinion that if the ramps proceed, the only acceptable option is to have no left turns from Gardeners road in all streets and no right turn (buses only) from Eastern Avenue.

The RTA will respond by modelling some no left turns from Gardeners Road with a no right (buses only) from Eastern Avenue plus another maze option.
It is important that Councillors hear first hand from the street representatives to confirm these view points.
LENTHAL STREET

Lenthall Street has emerged as an issue of concern amongst ward Councillors. Lenthall Street residents are concerned that their street might ironically experience unchanged traffic volumes if the advantage to them of the access ramps was negated by any no left turns from Gardeners Road. As I understand it, the RTA has responded by offering 

to model a further option involving a partial closure of Lenthall Street.

DELEGATED AUTHORITY OF THE COUNCIL

Council presently has the delegated authority to decide on any final option, but it is pointless for us to resolve on a course of action without an “all of community solution”, an approach recently called for by MP Kristina Keneally.

POSSIBLE NEGATION OF ALTERNATIVE TRANSPORT OPTIONS BY RAMPS

Councillors will be aware that Councillor Hughes has put forward a separate motion on the risk that the Access ramps may impact on the Council supported option for light rail along Anzac Parade. I note that there may also be a detrimental impact to the present bike path along Southern Cross Drive.

FINANCIAL IMPACT STATEMENT:

There is no direct financial impact for this matter.
CONCLUSION:

That, not-with-standing its resolution of the 22nd February, 2005 to suspend its previous in principle support for the concept of the Gardeners Road Access Ramps, Council needs to encourage an all-of-community response to the proposal by directly meeting with representatives of all affected streets.

RECOMMENDATION:

That, not-with-standing its resolution of the 22nd February, 2005 to suspend its previous in principle support for the concept of the Gardeners Road Access Ramps, Council:

1) 
Commends all participants in the Kensington Kingsford Local Area Traffic Working Party for the work done to date in scrutinising options for an LATM to control rat running should the proposed Access Ramps be approved; 
2)  
Resolves that if the Access Ramps are approved, that the ideal version of LATM should include the concepts of: 



comprehensive no left turns from Gardeners Road;


no right turn (buses excepted) from Eastern Avenue into Gardeners Road;


no right turn from Houston Road into Gardeners Road;


a partial closure of Lenthall Street; 

traffic converging to the ramps is managed and does not create rat runs in the area;

fair and equitable treatment of all other streets; and   


consideration of the impact to the residents and businesses on Gardeners Road and Anzac Parade.  

3)    
Notes its concern that the proposed Access Ramps may detrimentally impact on  the current bike path along Southern Cross Drive and other alternative transport  options and requests the RTA to provide its modelling on this issue;

4)    
Will write to the MP for Coogee asking him what he expects will be the anticipated impact on his seat’s residents from altered traffic flows resulting from the proposed Access Ramps and the RTA’s modelling  of possible LATM options; and
5)    
Notes and endorses the Mayor’s intention of arranging a briefing meeting for interested Councillors with street representatives of the Working Party and representatives from other affected streets not presently included in the Working Group and authorises him to select such representatives from residents who can demonstrate a reasonable level of support from their neighbours.
ATTACHMENT/S:
Minutes: Kensington Kingsford Local Area Traffic Working Party meeting 12th May 2005 - under separate cover 
	………………………………
	………………………………

	MURRAY MATSON 
	

	MAYOR 
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RESOLUTION:  (His Worship the Mayor, Cr M. Matson) that, not-with-standing its resolution of the 22nd February, 2005 to suspend its previous in principle support for the concept of the Gardeners Road Access Ramps, Council:

1) 
commends all participants in the Kensington Kingsford Local Area Traffic Working Party for the work done to date in scrutinising options for an LATM to control rat running should the proposed Access Ramps be approved; 

2)  
resolves that if the Access Ramps are approved, that the ideal version of the LATM should include the concepts of: 

· comprehensive no left turns from Gardeners Road;

· no right turn (buses excepted) from Eastern Avenue into Gardeners Road;

· no right turn from Houston Road into Gardeners Road;

· a partial closure of Lenthal Street; 

· traffic converging to the ramps is managed and does not create rat runs in the area;

· fair and equitable treatment of all other streets; and   

· consideration of the impact to the residents and businesses on Gardeners Road and Anzac Parade;  

3)    
notes its concern that the proposed Access Ramps may detrimentally impact on  the current bike path along Southern Cross Drive and other alternative transport  options and requests the RTA to provide its modelling on this issue;

4)    
will write to the MP for Coogee asking him what he expects will be the anticipated impact on his seat’s residents from altered traffic flows resulting from the proposed Access Ramps and the RTA’s modelling  of possible LATM options; and

5)    
notes and endorses the Mayor’s intention of arranging a briefing meeting for interested Councillors with street representatives of the Working Party and representatives from other affected streets not presently included in the Working Group and authorises him to select such representatives from residents who can demonstrate a reasonable level of support from their neighbours.

MOTION: (His Worship the Mayor, Cr M. Matson) CARRIED - SEE RESOLUTION.
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