RANDWICK TRAFFIC COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF THE MEETING of the Randwick Traffic Committee held on Tuesday, 11 JUNE 2002, in the Customer Service Meeting Room, Ground Floor, Administrative Centre, Frances Street, Randwick.


B14
KENSINGTON / WEST KINGSFORD LATM SCHEME 
98/S/4405


Proposed Trial in West Kensington

Council’s traffic consultant, Chris Stapleton, tabled a draft plan that indicated some options for treating the intersections along Lenthall Street at Virginia Street, McDougall Street and Milroy Avenue.  A report by Mr Stapleton dated 10 June 2002 was also tabled and copies were distributed to the Committee members.

The following discussions were held about the treatments:

Lenthall Street at Virginia Street

There is a problem trying to design the ‘left turn only’ out of Virginia Street to be self-enforceable as small cars will still be able to perform the left turn manoeuvre illegally into Virginia Street. This is because the intersection has to be designed to cater for buses making the right turn into Virginia Street.

The State Transit representative was concerned about any proposal that would impact on bus services.  He was concerned that it could end up worse than it is now.  Buses could be queuing at Virginia Street for some time causing delays to westbound vehicles. 

Chris Stapleton advised that another option could be to investigate changing the phasing of the traffic signals at Lenthall Street / Todman Avenue.

Lenthall Street at McDougall Street

It was noted that treatment proposed at McDougall Street would allow cars to make right turns into McDougall Street. It would however be difficult to design the intersection to make the banned left turn into McDougall Street self-enforcing.

Lenthall Street at Milroy Avenue

At Milroy Avenue the existing roundabout was to be retained however no vehicles would be able to enter or exit Milroy Avenue west of Lenthall Street.

The Police representative advised:

· does not agree with report recommendation

· requested that Council undertakes an Origin-Destination survey

· requested all the facts and figures for the area

· requested details of the traffic counts taken before and after the opening of the Eastern Distributor

Frank Higgins advised that the aim is to reduce traffic in local streets so why put obstacles in Lenthall Street where traffic is meant to go.  The proposal may well increase traffic in the local streets by creating more internal trips in the subject area.

It was also advised that the treatments proposed for Lenthall Street could result in an increase in speed along Lenthall Street as a result of the removal of the roundabouts. 

The RTA representative was unable to attend the meeting and e-mailed the following advice to Council on 7 June 2002:

“I do not agree with this recommendation. I request for this item to be deferred, and that the Consultants Traffic Report with figures reflecting the request for the various changes in the LATM be presented at the next Traffic Committee.

NB: - If the figures presented in the Traffic Report warrant these changes then a survey of all local residents in this LATM will be required to be carried out.

It should also be noted that a Traffic Management Plan with regards to bans on turning traffic must be forwarded to the Transport Management Centre for approval.”

THAT:

1. The matter be deferred for the following data to be collected: 

a. An Origin-Destination survey be undertaken as a matter of urgency to determine the amount of by-pass traffic travelling through the West Kensington area bounded by Lenthall Street – Todman Avenue – Dowling Street.

b. A comparison be taken between the ‘pre’ and ‘post’ Eastern Distributor traffic count figures to determine the effects on traffic dispersion in the area.

2. The above data be brought back to a special meeting as a matter of urgency.
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