ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT AN ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RANDWICK WILL BE HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, 90 AVOCA STREET, RANDWICK, ON TUESDAY, 27TH AUGUST 2002 AT 6:00 P.M.
Director Asset & Infrastructure Services' Report 96/2002 
 

 

	SUBJECT:
	KENSINGTON / WEST KINGSFORD LATM SCHEME - PROPOSED TRIAL IN WEST KENSINGTON 


 

 

	DATE:
	22 August, 2002
	FILE NO:
	98/S/4405 


 

 

REPORT BY:            DIRECTOR ASSET & INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES   

 

INTRODUCTION:
 

Council’s Works Committee meeting held on 14 May 2002 resolved that:

 

a)         The Director Asset and Infrastructure Services’ Report 46/2002 be received and noted; and
 
b)         Council proceed immediately to conduct a three month trial of the proposed traffic measures in West Kensington by:
 
i)          Referring the trial proposed to the Randwick Traffic Committee for its urgent attention and approval;
 
ii)         Residents being notified of the trial and being advised that Council will continue its consultation with the residents as part of the trial; and
 
iii)         Upon completion of the three month trial a further report be brought back to Council outlining permanent measures.”
 

ISSUES:
 

The Traffic Committee at its meeting held on 11 June 2002 considered a report on the basis of the above resolution of Council.

 

At the meeting Council’s traffic consultant, Chris Stapleton, tabled a draft plan that indicated some options for treating the intersections along Lenthall Street at Virginia Street, McDougall Street and Milroy Avenue.  The Committee noted that there were considerable design difficulties in amending the existing intersections.  

 

A report by Mr Stapleton dated 10 June 2002 was also tabled and copies were distributed to the Committee members with detailed discussion on the three intersections in Lenthall Street.

 

Both the Police and RTA representatives did not support the report’s recommendation.

 

Consequently, the Traffic Committee made the following recommendation:

 

“THAT:

 

1.    The matter be deferred for the following data to be collected: 

 

a.    An Origin-Destination survey be undertaken as a matter of urgency to determine the amount of by-pass traffic travelling through the West Kensington area bounded by Lenthall Street – Todman Avenue – Dowling Street.

 

b.    A comparison be taken between the ‘pre’ and ‘post’ Eastern Distributor traffic count figures to determine the effects on traffic dispersion in the area.

 

2.    The above data be brought back to a special meeting as a matter of urgency.”

 

A special meeting of the Randwick Traffic Committee was held on Friday, 2 August 2002.  An extract of the report considered by the Traffic Committee is shown below:

 

“An Origin – Destination survey was carried out on Wednesday, 19 June 2002 and copies of the output data are attached.

 

The O-D Survey involved a full sample count i.e. all vehicles entering or leaving the local area were recorded.  Counts were taken between 7.00am - 9.00am; 11.00am - 1.00pm and 4.00pm – 6.00pm.

 

Entry/exit stations were positioned at the following locations:

 

in Virginia Street off Lenthall Street

 

in McDougall Street off Lenthall Street

 

in Milroy Avenue off Lenthall Street

 

in Baker Street off Todman Avenue

 

in Carminya Street off Todman Avenue

 

In addition to the above counts, all vehicles that turned left from Lenthall Street into Todman Avenue and turned right from Todman Avenue into Lenthall Street at the signalised intersection were recorded and the results are shown in Table 5.

 

The following figures and tables are attached:

 

Figure 1            O-D Survey Stations

Figure 2a          Morning Peak Period Traffic Flows

Figure 2b          Morning Peak Period Percentage Through Traffic

Figure 3a          Midday Peak Period Traffic Flows

Figure 3b          Midday Peak Period Percentage Through Traffic

Figure 4a          Evening Peak Period Traffic Flows

Figure 4b          Evening Peak Period Percentage Through Traffic

Figure 5            Comparison of Previous traffic counts

 

Table 2 Morning Peak Period OD Matrix

Table 3 Midday Peak Period OD Matrix

Table 4 Evening Peak Period OD Matrix

Table 5 Key Movement Counts Intersection Lenthall St & Todman Ave

 

Council’s traffic consultant has interpreted the results and made the following comments:

 

□    There are a reasonable number of vehicles that enter and depart Virginia Street at Lenthall Street, which might not actually be through trips but trips to local residents/businesses.

 

□    The number of vehicles using the local streets to by-pass the intersection of Lenthall Street and Todman Avenue is almost identical to the number that uses the intersection.

 

□    General traffic flows in the local streets are very low.

 

□    The primary through route during each of the three survey periods is via Baker Street and Virginia Street.

 

□    As a final comment, please note that the flows shown in the OD matrices are two hour counts, which I have halved for inclusion in the prepared Figures.

 

Traffic counts were also collected over a week period from Tuesday, 25 June to midnight Monday, 1 July 2002.  Tube traffic counters were installed at the following locations:

 

Virginia Street between Lenthall Street and Ingram Street,

 

Macdougall Street between Lenthall Street and Baker Street,

 

Baker Street between Todman Avenue and Milroy Avenue

 

The results from the traffic counters are shown below:

 

	Location
	Average Daily Volume
	Est/Nth
Bound
	Wst/Sth
Bound
	85th %ile Speed

	Virginia St
	1400vpd
	705vpd
	695vpd
	57 km/h

	Macdougall St
	330vpd
	130vpd
	200vpd
	60 km/h

	Baker St
	1670vpd
	940vpd
	730vpd
	42 km/h*


*recorded near roundabout

 

The tube counter data also provided similar traffic volume figures to those recorded in the O-D survey.

 

Overall, the survey indicated that traffic volumes in each of the recorded streets were low and acceptable for a residential street.

 

However, the 85th %ile speeds measured in Virginia Street and Macdougall Street were over the speed limit and this should be considered in the current LATM study.  Although the speed profile at Baker Street was low, this was due to the counter being placed near the roundabout for the purpose of counting vehicles only between Todman Avenue and Milroy Avenue.

 

An additional count can be taken at a more suitable location to mainly record vehicular speeds in Baker Street.

 

A comparison of previous survey figures is shown in the attached Figure 5 and perusal of these traffic volumes indicate that:

 

Virginia Street (local road) has not changed since 1995.

 

Baker Street (local road) has increased by 260vpd since 1995.  This represents an overall increase of 18% or normal traffic growth of 2.5% per annum.

 

Lenthall Street (collector road) has increased by 3,580vpd between 1996 and 2001.  This represents an overall increase of 39% or traffic growth of 7.8% per annum.

 

Todman Avenue (sub-arterial road) has increased by 2,390vpd between 1996 and 2001.  This represents an overall increase of 18% or traffic growth of 3.6% per annum.

 

On the basis of the low recorded traffic counts from the O-D survey taken in Virginia Street, McDougall Street, Milroy Avenue, Carminya Street and Baker Street, no action is warranted to partially close Virginia Street, McDougall Street or Milroy Avenue at Lenthall Street.

 

However, Council’s traffic consultant is requested to investigate the feasibility of providing speed reducing devices in Virginia Street, McDougall Street and Baker Street as part of the overall LATM study.

 

A letter dated 3 July 2002 has been received from Dr Terry Lustig on behalf of the Kensington Community Traffic Committee regarding their concern about the proposed trial.  Dr Lustig requested that his letter be referred to the Randwick Traffic Committee for consideration and a copy is attached.

 

At the meeting the Traffic Engineer advised that the survey results had indicated low recorded traffic volumes in the local streets and did not warrant any partial closure of the streets.  However, Council’s traffic consultant would be requested to investigate the provision of speed control devices in the area.

 

Mr Higgins advised that Mrs Grusovin MP has no problem with deferring the matter so that it can be considered as part of the whole study area.

 

The RTA representative advised that in all fairness, the whole area should be dealt with as a whole, not in part.

 

Cr Whitehead advised that the issue of speeding vehicles needs to be addressed.

 

The Police representative requested that speed controls should be installed.

 

CONCLUSION:
 

On the basis of the survey results indicating low recorded traffic volumes in the local streets there is no warrant for any partial closure of the streets.  However, Council’s traffic consultant should be requested to investigate the provision of speed control devices in the area.

 

RECOMMENDATION:
 

That:

 

1.   No action be taken to partially close Virginia Street, McDougall Street or Milroy Avenue at Lenthall Street.

 

2.   Council’s traffic consultant be requested to investigate the feasibility of providing speed reducing devices in Virginia Street, McDougall Street and Baker Street as part of the overall LATM study.

 

 
ATTACHMENT/S:
 

1. OD Study Results

2. Letter from Kensington Community Traffic Committee - ALL UNDER SEPARATE COVER.  

 

 

	………………………………
	………………………………

	MICK SAVAGE 
	JOHN STEPHENS 

	DIRECTOR ASSET & INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 
	TRAFFIC ENGINEER 


 

 

 

 

MINUTES OF ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING OF THE
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RANDWICK
HELD ON TUESDAY, 27TH AUGUST, 2002 AT 6:26 P.M.
 
6.5       DIRECTOR ASSET & INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES' REPORT 96/2002 - KENSINGTON / WEST KINGSFORD LATM SCHEME - PROPOSED TRIAL IN WEST KENSINGTON.  (98/S/4405)
 

188        RESOLUTION:  (Procopiadis/Schick) that:
 
a)         No action be taken to partially close Virginia Street, McDougall Street or Milroy Avenue at Lenthall Street; and
 
b)         Council’s traffic consultant be requested to investigate the feasibility of providing speed reducing devices in Virginia Street, McDougall Street and Baker Street as part of the overall LATM study and a report be brought back to the October Council meeting on the matter.
 
MOTION: (Procopiadis/Schick) SEE RESOLUTION.

 
